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Trump voices new 


Dow plunges 
3,000 points 
despite Fed 

intervention 


BY DAVID J. LYNCH 


Fears that policymakers have 
not done enough to avert a pro- 
tracted economic downturn deep- 
ened a sense of national crisis 
Monday and sent stocks to their 
worst single-day losses since the 
Black Monday crash of 1987. 

The sell-off accelerated, with 
the Dow Jones industrial average 
plunging almost 3,000 points, af- 
ter President Trump warned that 
disruption from the coronavirus 
pandemic could last through Au- 
gust and issued new public health 
guidance, saying Americans 
should limit gatherings to no 
more than 10 people. He also 
defended his handling of the cri- 
sis, which has been marred by a 
slow rollout of testing, saying his 
administration has done “a fan- 
tastic job.” 

From Washington to Wall 
Street, the coronavirus is reshap- 
ing American life. The Supreme 
Court said it will postpone sched- 
uled oral arguments through 
April, citing its stance during the 
1918 Spanish flu epidemic and 
outbreaks of yellow fever in 1793 
and 1798. 

On Wall Street, investors fled 
stocks, despite the Federal Re- 
serve’s move Sunday night to cut 
interest rates to near zero and to 
begin purchasing $700 billion 

SEE MARKETS ON A22 


More coverage 


The long term: Social distancing 
may last months, scientists say. A7 


Missed chances: Wash. nursing 
home thought outbreak was flu. A8 


Ohio: The governor said polls won’t 
open Tuesday despite a ruling. A9 


Mideast acts: Nations shut down 
amid other uncertainty. A19 


Local limits: Bars, restaurants 
and gyms are targeted. B1 


Fox’s new tune: Hosts are no 
longer brushing off the threat. C1 
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Staff members are screened at a medical checkpoint at the White House. President Trump on Monday announced new guidelines 
intended to curb the spread of the coronavirus, the closest the federal government has come to calling for a nationwide quarantine. 


Governors led as president minimized pandemic 


BY PHILIP RUCKER 


President Trump for weeks dis- 
missed the danger of the novel 
coronavirus. He distracted him- 
self by stoking unrelated feuds 
and nursing grievances. He 
shared little concrete informa- 
tion about the spreading pan- 
demic, and much of what he did 
share was false. 

Governors and mayors, as well 
as leaders of businesses large and 
small, stepped into the leader- 
ship vacuum to make difficult 
decisions affecting their constitu- 
ents, employees or customers. In 
the absence of unambiguous 


Trump adopts new tone 
but urges states not to 
rely on federal officials 


guidance from the president for 
the citizens he was elected to 
lead, the frustration of governors 
boiled over. 

And then on Monday, nearly 
eight weeks after the first corona- 
virus case was reported in the 
United States, Trump conveyed 
that he at last recognizes the mag- 
nitude of the crisis that is threat- 


ening lives across the nation, dis- 
rupting the economy and funda- 
mentally upending the daily 
rhythms of American life. 

“We have an invisible enemy,’ 
Trump said at a news conference 
Monday, where he presented a 
notably changed demeanor and 
tone from his previous coronavi- 
rus briefings. 

Trump and his team of public 
health experts laid out detailed 
guidance for state and municipal 
leaders, as well as for individual 
families. They recommended 
closing schools, restaurants, 
bars, gyms and other such ven- 
ues, and limiting gatherings to no 


more than 10 people. 

The president — who six days 
earlier promised “it will all go 
away” and as recently as Sunday 
advised Americans to “just relax” 
— suggested Monday that the 
outbreak could last until July or 
August. 

Trump had whacked a beehive 
of angst earlier Monday when he 
convened a conference call with 
the nation’s governors. He told 
them that the states should not 
rely on the federal government to 
provide respirators, ventilators 
and other equipment to aid the 
infected, and that states should 

SEE TRUMP ON A4 


U.S. containment guidelines 
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ADVISES LIMITING 
GATHERINGS TO 10 


Officials warn virus could 
beset country for months 


BY TOLUSE OLORUNNIPA, 
SEUNG MIN KIM 
AND SCOTT WILSON 


President Trump said Monday 
that Americans should avoid gath- 
ering in groups of more than 10 
people, eating in restaurants or 
taking nonessential trips, his most 
significant push yet to combat a 
viral outbreak that has rocked fi- 
nancial markets and disrupted 
the daily lives of Americans. 

Taken together, the guidelines 
were the closest the federal gov- 
ernment has come to calling for a 
nationwide quarantine, with the 
White House arguing that the 
United States has just 15 days to 
halt the spread of the coronavirus. 

A day after giving a self-con- 
gratulatory news conference in 
which he declared the U.S. govern- 
ment had “tremendous control” 
over the pandemic, Trump on 
Monday appeared chastened by 
the magnitude of the crisis facing 
the nation and testing his presi- 
dency. 

“Tf you're talking about the vi- 
rus, that’s not under control any 
place in the world,” he said Mon- 
day, describing the virus as “an 
invisible enemy” and “a very bad 
one” that could continue to afflict 
the United States until August or 
later. 

As Trump spoke, stocks contin- 
ued their historic plunge, with the 
Dow Jones industrial average end- 
ing the day down almost 13 per- 
cent, falling almost 3,000 points 
for its worst daily slide since 1987. 

Several state governors on 
Monday voiced frustration with 
Trump’s handling of the crisis, tak- 
ing unilateral steps to protect 
their residents as they criticized 
the lack of clarity and direction 
from Washington. 

Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine (R) 
moved to postpone that state’s 
primary election, scheduled for 
Tuesday, until June. The gover- 
nors of New York, New Jersey and 
Connecticut issued joint direc- 
tives closing bars, gyms, movie 

SEE CORONAVIRUS ON A6 


¢3 ELECTION 2020 
Biden's VP 
pledge may 
help break 
glass ceiling 


BY ANNIE LINSKEY 


After watching Hillary Clin- 
ton’s defeat in 2016 and the depar- 
ture of prominent female candi- 
dates from this year’s Democratic 
primary race, women in the party 
expressed hope Monday that Joe 
Biden’s vow to name a woman as 
his running mate could spell an 
end to the starkest gender barrier 
in American politics. 

Women have been tapped twice 
before as vice-presidential nomi- 
nees, but with polls showing 
Biden leading President Trump in 
ageneral election, manysee this as 
the most realistic possibility that a 
woman could wind up a heartbeat 
from the presidency. 

Biden, 77, has described himself 
as a “bridge” to the next genera- 
tion of leaders, a comment widely 
interpreted as a signal that he’d 
serve just one term, meaning his 
running mate would be even more 
of a president-in-waiting than 
usual. 

“There is this invisible glass 
ceiling that we just saw play itself 
out in even the Democratic nomi- 
nation process,” said Randi Wein- 
garten, president of the American 
Federation of Teachers and a ma- 
jor player in the party. “We have to 

SEE BIDEN ON A2 


‘| think it’s worse than a war’ 


As obituaries fill a local newspaper, isolated Italians are forced to mourn alone 


BY CHICO HARLAN 
AND STEFANO PITRELLI 


ROME — In the part of Italy hit 
hardest by the coronavirus, the 
crematorium has started operat- 
ing 24 hours a day. Coffins have 
filled up two hospital morgues, 
and then a cemetery morgue, and 
are now being lined up inside a 
cemetery church. The local news- 
paper’s daily obituary section has 
grown from two or three pages to 
10, sometimes listing more than 
150 names, in what the top editor 
likens to “war bulletins.” 

By death toll alone, the corona- 
virus has landed in the northern 
province of Bergamo with the 
force of a historic disaster. 

But its alarming power goes 
even further, all but ensuring that 
death and mourning happen in 
isolation — a trauma in which 
everybody must keep to them- 
selves. 

All across Bergamo, people are 
being picked up in ambulances, 
rushed to the hospital and dying 
in sealed-off wards where even 
their closest relatives are not 
allowed. Many funerals are tak- 
ing place with only a priest and a 
funeral home employee present, 
while family members face re- 
strictions on gathering, remain 
in quarantine or are too sick 
themselves. 

So many have died that there is 
a waiting list for burial and 
cremation. 

“T think it’s worse than a war,” 
said Marta Testa, 43, who is in 
self-quarantine and whose father 
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A coffin is transferred from a hearse Monday at a cemetery in Bergamo, Italy. As covid-19 deaths mount 
in northern Italy, many funerals are held with only a priest and a funeral home employee present. 


died Wednesday of the virus at 
age 85. “Dad is waiting to be 
buried. And we are here waiting 
to tell him goodbye.” 

Other countries are only begin- 
ning to grapple with the pandem- 
ic’s implications and the distance 
it forces between even the closest 
people. But in Italy, death by 
lonely death, its full cost is be- 
coming apparent. 


More than 2,000 people in 
Italy have died of covid-19, the 
disease caused by the virus — half 
of them over the most recent 
five-day stretch — and many of 
those cases have looked like that 
of Testa’s father, Renzo, a former 
newspaper advertising executive 
who felt short of breath a week 
ago Saturday, was taken to the 
hospital and did not see or talk to 


his family again. 

“Grief is a phase that requires 
closeness, but our grief has had to 
come via the telephone,’ said 
Testa, whose parents had been 
married for 50 years and whose 
mother also appears to have the 
virus but is recovering. 

Testa’s siblings bring food to 
their mother. Out of precaution, 

SEE ITALY ON A17 


DISPATCH | CHINA 


Locked 
down, | 


saw Beijing 
battle back 


BY GERRY SHIH 


BEIJING — The grocery stores 
were brimming with shoppers 
and produce. Around the corner, 
a line was forming outside a stall 
selling pillowy white steamed 
buns. 

The gray, brick-lined alleys of 
this old imperial capital, desert- 
ed several weeks ago, were con- 
gested again by newly licensed 
drivers struggling to park their 
outsize Audis. 

I knew then: Beijing was slow- 
ly, unmistakably, returning to 
normal. 

Six weeks earlier, I had 
watched China shut itself down 
as the coronavirus epidemic first 
exploded in Wuhan and then 
spilled across the country and 
beyond. For my work, I traveled 
around China, down empty bou- 
levards, through empty airports, 
in empty train cars. I saw China’s 
whole economic machinery, 
from the curbside noodle shops 
to sprawling tech campuses, 
clank to a halt as the govern- 
ment pulled out every stop to 
contain the virus’s spread. 

To help the nationwide social- 
mapping effort — and, I suspect, 
feed the government’s ever-grow- 

SEE DISPATCH ON A18 


IN THE NEWS 


Shifting priorities The U.S.-led coalition 
fighting the Islamic State said it will move 
many troops out of smaller bases in Iraq amid 
waning threats from the militants. Al6 


THE NATION 


Mueller probe. A26 


The Justice Depart- 
ment dropped its prose- 
cution of a Russian 
company charged in the 


THE ECONOMY 
Lockheed Martin CEO 
Marillyn Hewson is ex- 
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